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- TX¥3 KDK X3 2 Winpiz a3 X mpn nr) — And as for Moses, too,

the Holy One, blessed is He, examined him only with sheep.
\) 1nia ymx — Our Sages have thus related: 137 nyWn maws P

33 i bw uKY nym obwg vy — Once, when Moses, our
teacher, peace unto him, was shepherding the sheep of Jethro
in the wilderness, nionY YWY Y VMK YN R AT — A
goat-kid ran away from him, and he chased after it until it
reached a thicket.?™ o bw myma 1 mpan oon’ yanw 2
niny’ v 1y — When it reached a thicket it found a pool
of water, and the goat-kid stopped to drink. nwh yanw 113
AN Y XY NER T YU YIR me 85 0 evas 9xx — When
Moses reached [the goat-kid] and saw that it had stopped to
drink, he said, “I did not know that you were running be-
cause of thirst; you must certainly be exhausted!” 371
bima mm 1903 Sy — He thereupon carried it on his shoulder
and walked back. 13y 2 owar 3 W R N2 WitpD oK
o7 73 Sw — The Holy One, blessed is He, said, “Just as you
possess the requisite compassion to lead the sheep belonging
to a human of flesh and blood, X7 UKy Iy N RS P ,72
— so, too, by your life! you will tend My sheep, the people of
Israel™®  »myn min momy 17 — Thus our verse states, And
Moses was shepherding, etc.”"

\7.) * What did our Sages teach here? R
An animal is mute, speechless. The rahel, the lamb, is a symbol of muteness, B

of silence, submissiveness; it never protests, sighs, or complains. The redeemer,
the leader of the Jewish people, will be a person concerned with the “lambs,” with
the ones who do not have the power to complain, who are defenseless and weak.
It was on a desert crag that Moses showed his concern for a lost lamb. When
the call came he was the one to lead Am Yisrael, the nation of Israel.
Rabbi Soloveitchik taught that God chose Moses to free the Israelites because
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And what is the proper love? He shall love the Lord with an exceeding great and very sirong
love so that his soul be tied to the love of the Lord, finding himself in a constant tremor, as if he
were suffering of lovesickness, when his mind is free because of love for that woman, being
continuously agitated about her, whether he sitting down, or whether he is standing up, even
when he is eating and drinking. More than this should the love for the Lord be in the heart of
those who love him, meditating therein constantly, even as He commanded us: "With all thy
heart and with all thy soul" (Ibid.). This is what Solomon allegorically said: "For | am love-sick"
(Songs 2.5). And, the whole book, Song of Songs, is an allegory on this subject.
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2. In a flame of fire

nanbwa “in a
flame” of fire,

the heart (na%.aY)
of the fire,

As Deut. 4.11):

(7392 means }

“the heart (2%) of
heaven;”
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6. Moreover He '7:‘_.3&’:’2 6
said: :

I (am) the God of ?"[’im "ﬁ'?bﬁ :’.Dﬁk
thy father, oW e

the God of Abra- DTN ToN
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the God of Isaac, Prs? ’;:fﬁx

and the God of Py *n,j‘:m
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Jacob. _
And Moses hid his 9B FYn "RON
face; T ..__.._.f_.__.
for he was afraid to 59’-34?3,?.3 &7.: ?
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8NN mm‘; boin kb " The Gemara continues to cite the Sages’ explanation of verses that
fainyrie} mm-p BVTAPYRNG  require clarification on the same topic. With regard to God's statement
to Moses, “And He said: ‘You cannot see My face, for man shall not
:::; :;:E::’::;:j‘z:;;; see Me and live”” (Exodus 33:20), it was taught in the name of Rabbi
== "= Yehoshua ben Korha that the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to
NIR-TED Moses as follows: When I'wanted to show you My glory at the burn-
ing bush, you did not want to see it, as it is stated: “And Moses con-
cealed his face, fearing to gaze upon God” (Exodus 3:6). But now that
you want to see My glory, as you said: “Show me Your glory;” I do not
want" to show it to you. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha interprets Moses’
initial refusal to look upon God'’s glory negatively, as he rebuffed God's

\ desire to be close to him.
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0% 273 13 ey 1377 phoy  This disagrees with that which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that

a3 mew 37 0T Inm »3y Rabbi Yonatan said, as Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi

IB"W? 'DW:! 4”-“’ '31 1% nEm) Yonatan said: Specifically as a reward for three acts of humility in
< W‘B o averting his glance at the burning bush, Moses was privileged to ex-
. perience'three great revelations:

21 - "5 YD WON” WY Because “Moses concealed his face, fearing to gaze upon God” (Exo-
=Y »y 503 098 -mg’-,-,‘, dus 3:6), he was privileged to have his countenance [kelaster]t
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